


What is a THESIS?

O




THESIS — PARTS

O

I. Literature I1. Data I11.

review & :
research collection & Results &

question methodology Conclusion




Why is writing a good thesis
important?

O




RESEARCH TOPIC — RESEARCH PROBLEM

O




RESEARCH QUESTION — HOW TO FIND IT?

O




WHAT IS A GOOD RESEARCH QUESTION?

O

» It has to be precise/concrete but not too narrow

You know which direction to take (prevents you from wasting
time)

‘A question properly-defined is often half-solved’
A wide enough question may allow you to develop alternate
solutions
» It has to be a question:
How? Where? What? Why? When? Who? ..

» It has to be relevant (for business studies)!

» It has to imply feasibility of the project (can you do
it?)!




To state the research question precisely in the
written report (you cannot assume that other can
read your mind!)

If the research question is stated several times (in the
introduction and in the literature review, make sure
you state the same question!)

Occasionally, people talk about the question but
never actually state the question!



» Learn how to process information productively

» Before loading your mind with data, other people’s
opinions, and so-called facts, list all possible
tentative solutions you can think of for your main
problem and any sub-problems.

» Reasons:
Provides with direction and scope in your search

Enables you to utilize imagination before being influenced by
prevailing thoughts and theories



SUB-QUESTIONS

O




Why is the research question so important?

O




DEFINING THE RESEARCH QUESTION -
CLASSICAL APPROACH
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DEFINING THE RESEARCH QUESTION -
BASED ON EXPERIENCE
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What is a good literature review?

O




Frame the research question - narrow down the
topic and formulate a clear question

Identify relevant concepts, methods, facts

Position the study (intended contribution)



RESEARCH TOPIC: internationalization, foreign
entry modes

RESEARCH QUESTION: What is the entry mode
chosen by e-commerce firms when they first decide
to internationalize their activities?



RESEARCH TOPIC: The importance of service
quality for customer satisfaction

RESEARCH QUESTION: How does the service
quality impact the financial performance of a
company? (The case of the third-party logistics
service providers)



EXAMPLES..

O




O
THESIS FORMAT




THESIS STRUCTURE

O




Quide the reader!

Table of content
Introduction
Connecting paragraphs

Times New Roman, 12 pt, 1.5-space, aligned

Body of the text

Avoid copy & paste from different info sources
(Compilatio!)
Rather interpret and analyze the information



THESIS FORMAT

O




Bibliography

O




